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100,000 residents for 50 years (1920 to 1970) until the drug war, mandatory sentences, 
and other punitive policies increased it (Ruddell, 2004). At the end of 2009, this number 
had risen to 502 persons per 100,000 residents, or over 4 times the imprisonment rate of 
that 50-year period. In raw numbers, the offenders sentenced to prison increased by over 
500%, from 319,598 in 1980 to 1,613,740 in 2009 (West, Sabol, & Greenman, 2010, 
p. 1). Notably, the number of people held in prison had decreased by 2013 to 1,574,700, 
but this still yielded a roughly 492% increase from 1980 to 2013 (Carson, 2014, p. 2).

A comparable steady and swift increase in the use of jails has occurred since punitive 
policies have been put in place: In 1986, the incarceration rate for jails in the United 
States was 108 persons per 100,000 residents, and by 2009, it was 250, or almost a 
250% increase in the use of jails in more recent years, though it had decreased to 234 
by 2014 (Minton, 2010, p. 4, Minton & Zeng, 2015, p. 1). Put another way, the number 
of persons incarcerated in America’s jails more than quadrupled, or increased by 405%, 
from 183,988 in 1980 to 744,600 in 2014 (Minton & Zeng, 2015, p. 2).

Similarly astounding increases can be found in the use of probation and parole because 
of punitive practices. From 1980 to 2009, the number of people on probation more than 
tripled, with an increase of 376% (1,118,097 in 1980 to 4,203,967 in 2009) (Glaze, 
Bonczar, & Zhang, 2010, p. 2), though it decreases to 345% when the 1980 and 2014 
figures for probation (3,864,100) are compared (Kaeble, Maruschak, & Bonczar, 2015, 
p. 2). Likewise, the number of persons on parole almost quadrupled during this time 
period (from 220,438 in 1980 to 856,900 in 2014), as most people in prisons and jails 
do eventually return to their communities (Bonczar, Kaeble, & Maruschak, 2016, p. 2). 
In sum, what all of these numbers and Figure 21.1 indicate is that because of puni-
tive policies, the use of corrections—prisons, jails, and community corrections—has 
increased by almost unimaginable numbers from a generation ago, and though it is no 
longer increasing as much, it is not decreasing by much yet either.

Source: Kaeble, Glaze, Tsoutis, and Minton (2016).

FIGURE 21.1    �Total Adult Correctional Population, 1980–2014
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